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I. Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70.17)): 

Description, Pages 

1-11 as originally filed 

Claims, Numbers 

1 -1 3 filed with telefax on 1 8.03.2004 

Drawings, Sheets 

1/7-7/7 as originaliy filed 

2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indica^^nder this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the follow^ t r,, , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the inter .. ;..r/,: .v;^. . \&jder Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 4C.£;\;;.. Y 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under 
Rule 55.2 and/or 55.3). v 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
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in the international application as filed has been furnished. 
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□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 
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5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have 

been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 

V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 1-11 

No: Claims 12,13 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 1-11 

Industrial applicability (IA) Yes: Claims 1-13 

No: Claims 

2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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1 . In US 4 309 365 A, there is disclosed a machine structure (evaporate cooler 20), 
in particular for a machine handling fluid products, comprising: 
a loadbearing frame including uprights 23, and 
one or more covering panels 24, 

the uprights 23 extending in a substantially vertical direction and having an upper 
end close to or onto which is secured a first substantially horizontal plate 21 for 
connecting the uprights 23, a second substantially horizontal plate 22 being 
secured to the same uprights 23 to connect them in a zone beneath the first plate 
21 and thus forming a zone for housing the mechanisms of the machine, at least 
one of the covering panels 24 being removably fitted between two uprights 23 in a 
covering position to at least partly cover the housing zone laterally, the uprights 23 
having longitudinal connection means 233 for restraining said covering panels 24 
(column 4, lines 49 - 68; Figs. 1,12). 

The machine structure of claim 1 differs from that of above in that at least one 
covering panel has a curvature with convexity away from the housing zone. This 
solves thenpfnfe&m of obtaining sufficient room for the internal equipment of the 
macb-r ,:n-.i h ths same time preventing a too wide footprint thereof. 

HowS. 3. y>em is also solved by the machine structure according to EP 1 

093 842 m tiy also having curved panels 3 with the same convexity. Applying the 
solution of EP 1 093 842 to the machine structure of US 4 309 365 to solve the 
mentioned problem leads to a machine structure according to claim 1 , which 
therefore does not fulfil the requirements of Art. 33(3) PCT. 

Furthermore, machine structures with the same features as those of US 4 309 365 
are also known from US 3 307 894 and US 4 354 330. 

2. The features of dependent claims 2 and 3, 5 and 6 are also known from US 4 309 
365, those of claims 7 and 9 from US 4 354 330, those of claim 4 per se from EP 
1 093 842. 

Claim 10 contains only features which belong to the standard knowledge of a 
person skilled in the art. 

Claim 1 1 describes bracing ties connecting the uprights. It is common knowledge 
for a person skilled in the art to provide such ties if the stability of the machine 
structure is not sufficient without these bracing ties. 
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Thus, these claims do not fulfil the requirements of Art. 33(3) PCT. 

3. In US 4 309 365, there also is disclosed an assembly kit comprising 
two or more elongated uprights 23, 

at least two plates 21 , 22 connecting the uprights 23, connecting members to 
secure the plates 21 , 22 to the uprights 23 at a predetermined distance, and 
one or more side covering panels 24 each designed to be restrained between two 
uprights 23 (column 4, lines 49 - 68; Figs. 1, 12). 

The assembly kit of claim 12, whereby the word 'for 1 in claim 12 does not restrict 
the kit to a machine according to claim 1 and the claims dependent thereon, does 
not differ from that of above, Claim 12, therefore, does not fulfil the requirements 
of Art. 33(2) PCT. 

Furthermore, kits with all features of present claim 12 are also known from US 3 
307 894 and US 4 354 330. 

To assemble the machine structure of US 4 309 365, it is necessary to perform 
the following stages: 

mounting the first upper plate 21 close to one end of each upright 23, 

mounting the second plate 22 on uprights 23 at a predetermined distance from the 

said end of each upright 23, 

mounting the components of the machine in the housing zone formed between the 
first 21 and the second 22 plate, and 

mounting the side covering panels 24 each between two adjacent uprights 23 
(column 4, lines 49 - 68; Figs. 1, 12). 

The process for assembly of a machine according to claim 1 3, whereby the word 
'for 1 in claim 13 does not restrict the process to a machine according to claim 1 
and the claims dependent thereon, does not differ from that of above, Claim 1 3, 
therefore, does not fulfil the requirements of Art. 33(2) PCT. 

Furthermore, processes for assembly of a machine with all features of present 
claim 13 are also known from US 3 307 894 A and US 4 354 330 A. 

5. Documents US 4 309 365, US 3 307 894, US 4 354 330 and EP 1 093 842 are 
neither mentioned nor discussed in the description (Rule 5.1 (a) (ii) PCT). 
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CLAIMS 

1. A machine structure, in particular for a machine for 
handling fluid products, comprising: 

-a loadbearing frame including uprights, and 

-one or more covering panels, . 
characterized in that the uprights (12) extend in a 
substantially vertical direction and have an upper end close 
to or onto which is secured a first substantially horizontal 
plate (14) for connecting the uprights (12), a second 
substantially horizontal plate (15) being secured to the same 
uprights (12) to connect them in a zone beneath the first 
plate (14, 15) and thus form a zone for housing the 
mechanisms of the machine (M) , at least one of the covering 
panels (13, 13a) being removably fitted between two uprights 
(12) in a covering position to at least partly cover the 
housing zone laterally, the uprights (12) having Iq^r^ufiLnal 
connection means (22) for restraining said cov&rfjv r*:*a<aj*'vr 
(13 r 13a), at least one covering panel (13 r J': *• r - \ 

curvature with convexity away from the housing zca!,, 

2- A structure according to claim 1, characterized in that 
one or both plates (14, 15) have peripheral connection means 
to at least partly support at least one side panel (13, 13a) 
in the covering position. 

3. A structure according to claim 1, characterized in that 
it comprises three uprights (12) , 

4. A structure according to any one of the preceding 
claims, characterized in that the second plate (15) is 
sectored in a median zone of the uprights (12) . 

5. A structure according to claim 4, characterized in that 
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the covering panels (13 , 13a) extend vertically over a . 
distance which is substantially equal to the distance between 
the two plates (14, 15) . 

6. A structure according to claim 4, characterised in chat 
at least one side panel (13a) extends over a length 
substantially equal to the height of the upright (12)- 



7. A structure according to any one of the preceding 
claims, characterized in that it has a frontal zone (16) for 
working access to the functions of the mechanisms of the 
machine (M> housed winhin the structure. 

8. A structure according to claim 7, characterized in that 
it has a worlking surface or support (17) provided in the 
front zone (IS) , mounted so chat it can be drawn out or moved 
to disappear, or tilted. 

g. A structure according *r\. R*.-tv ■ tttj^ the preceding 
claims, characterized in that liU^-.-'Usrst. upper plate (14) 
comprises a plurality of shaped openings (27) to house and 
support components of the machine (M) . 

10. A structure according to claim 9, characterized in that 
it comprises a covering member (28, 45) located on the first 
upper plate (14) to at least partly cover one or more shaped 
openings (27) . 

11. A structure according to any one of the preceding 
claims, characterized in that it comprises bracing ties (30) 
which connect the uprights (12) together. 



12. An assembly kit for constructing a machine structure 
according to any one of claims 1 to 11, characterised in that 
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it comprises i 

-two or more elongated uprights (12) r 

-at least two plates (14 r 15) connecting the '-uprights 

(12), connecting members to secure the plates (14, 15) 
to the uprights (12) at a predetermined distance, and 

-one or more side covering panels (13, 13a) each designed 
to be restrained between two uprights (12), 

13. A process for the assembly of a machine structure 
according to any one of claims 1 to 11, characterized in that 
it comprises the stages of: 

-mounting the first upper plate (14) close to one end of 

each upright (12) , 
-mounting the second plate (15) on uprights 12 at a 

predetermined distance from the said end of each upright 
(12) , 

-mounting tSjf ^ components of machine (M) in the housing 
zon** ;-*Sween the first (14) and the second (15) 

p2i ? -r^ . 72 m - ■ 

-mounting- side 'covering panels (13, 13a) each between 

two adjacent uprights (12). 
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